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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
March on Washington


	TEACHER NAME

Lori Forlizzi
	PROGRAM NAME

Pennsylvania State University

	
	[Unit Title]
Civil Rights Movement

	NRS EFL(s) 
3

	TIME FRAME
2 hours across 2 days

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.3.2
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.3

R.3.5
R.3.7
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.3.3
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.3.8
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.3.8
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks with related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center (TRC).


	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
Students will be able to:

· Identify key ideas and supporting details in a text.
· Create a summary of a text that includes key ideas and details.
· Analyze and respond to a question about a text, defending the response with text-based evidence.
· Demonstrate understanding of a key event of the civil rights movement through writing.
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Scale

· Text and Questions for March on Washington Lesson Chart 
· Text summaries

· Written response to culminating writing assignment

· Teacher observation of class discussion

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Understanding of the concepts of main idea, key detail.
· Use a main ideas/detail chart.
· Aware of the issue of discrimination and the Civil Rights Movement.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Day 1:  
1. Quick review of key difficult words:
a. Culminated
b. Dramatize
c. Forbidding
d. Inclination
e. Harmonious
2. Have students complete the Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Scale.
3. Ask students to read March on Washington text independently and identify other words for discussion.
4. Teacher and students read text together.
a. Students use text complete March on Washington Main Ideas and Details chart.
5. Teacher and students reread text with teacher posing Text and Questions for March on Washington Lesson on text through the first march, stopping at “The March on Washington.”
a. Revisit March on Washington Main Ideas and Details chart; complete chart together.
6. Students complete Writing Task I for selected text...
Day 2: 
7. Students reread text.
8. Teacher continues with Text and Questions for March on Washington Lesson related to second march, starting at “The March on Washington.”
9. Students complete March on Washington Main Ideas and Details chart with information from second half of passage; teacher and peer assistance as needed.
10. Revisit March on Washington Main Ideas and Details chart as whole group.
11. Students complete Writing Task 2 (draft).

	RESOURCES

Student copies of Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Scale (attached)
Student copies of March on Washington (attached)

March on Washington. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/march-on-washington
Student copies of March on Washington Main Ideas and Details chart (attached)

Text and Questions for March on Washington Lesson Chart (attached)


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Text-dependent questions scaffold a higher level text. 
· Reading text aloud provides modeling and fluency practice.  Graphic organizers provide support for readers.



	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



March on Washington
On August 28, 1963, more than 200,000 Americans gathered in Washington, D.C., for a political rally known as the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Organized by a number of civil rights and religious groups, the event was designed to shed light on the political and social challenges African Americans continued to face across the country. The march, which became a key moment in the growing struggle for civil rights in the United States, culminated in Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech, a spirited call for racial justice and equality. 

BACKGROUND 
Twice in American history, more than twenty years apart, a March on Washington was planned, each intended to dramatize the right of black Americans to political and economic equality. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
In addition to Martin Luther King Jr., the March on Washington featured speeches and performances from John Lewis, Josephine Baker, Mahalia Jackson, Joan Baez and Bob Dylan. 
The first march was proposed in 1941 by A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. Blacks had benefited less than other groups from New Deal programs during the Great Depression, and continuing racial discrimination excluded them from defense jobs in the early 1940s. When President Franklin D. Roosevelt showed little inclination to take action on the problem, Randolph called for a March on Washington by fifty thousand people. 

After repeated efforts to persuade Randolph and his fellow leaders that the march would be inadvisable, Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802 in June 1941, forbidding discrimination by any defense contractors and establishing the Fair Employment Practices Committee (FEPC) to investigate charges of racial discrimination. The March on Washington was then canceled. Nearly 2 million blacks were employed in defense work by the end of 1944. Order 8802 represented a limited victory, however; the FEPC went out of existence in 1946. 

THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
As blacks faced continuing discrimination in the postwar years, the March on Washington group met annually to reiterate blacks’ demands for economic equality. The civil rights movement of the 1960s transformed the political climate, and in 1963, black leaders began to plan a new March on Washington, designed specifically to advocate passage of the Civil Rights Act then stalled in Congress. 

Chaired again by A. Philip Randolph and organized by his longtime associate, Bayard Rustin, this new March for Jobs and Freedom was expected to attract 100,000 participants. President John F. Kennedy showed as little enthusiasm for the march as had Roosevelt, but this time the black leaders would not be dissuaded. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference put aside their long-standing rivalry, black and white groups across the country were urged to attend, and elaborate arrangements were made to ensure a harmonious event. The growing disillusion among some civil rights workers was reflected in a speech planned by John Lewis of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, but in order to preserve the atmosphere of goodwill, leaders of the march persuaded Lewis to omit his harshest criticisms of the Kennedy administration. 

The march was an unprecedented success. More than 200,000 black and white Americans shared a joyous day of speeches, songs, and prayers led by a celebrated array of clergymen, civil rights leaders, politicians, and entertainers. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King’s soaring address climaxed the day; through his eloquence, the phrase “I Have a Dream” became an expression of the highest aspirations of the civil rights movement. 

Like its predecessor, the March on Washington of 1963 was followed by years of disillusion and racial strife. Nevertheless, both marches represented an affirmation of hope, of belief in the democratic process, and of faith in the capacity of blacks and whites to work together for racial equality.
March on Washington. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/march-on-washington
Text and Questions for March on Washington Lesson

Using “The March on Washington” article from history.com
Day 1
	Text under discussion
	Text-based Questions

	On August 28, 1963, more than 200,000 Americans gathered in Washington, D.C., for a political rally known as the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Organized by a number of civil rights and religious groups, the event was designed to shed light on the political and social challenges African Americans continued to face across the country. The march, which became a key moment in the growing struggle for civil rights in the United States, culminated in Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech, a spirited call for racial justice and equality. 
	What was the March on Washington? 

When did it occur?

In 1963, people gathered for a rally.  What is a rally?  How might it relate to a march?

	BACKGROUND 
Twice in American history, more than twenty years apart, a March on Washington was planned, each intended to dramatize the right of black Americans to political and economic equality.
	How many marches were planned?  



	The first march was proposed in 1941 by A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. Blacks had benefited less than other groups from New Deal programs during the Great Depression, and continuing racial discrimination excluded them from defense jobs in the early 1940s. When President Franklin D. Roosevelt showed little inclination to take action on the problem, Randolph called for a March on Washington by fifty thousand people. 


	When was the first one proposed?

In paragraph 4, what does discrimination mean?   How did it figure into the first march that was proposed?  

How did President Roosevelt feel about the march?  

	After repeated efforts to persuade Randolph and his fellow leaders that the march would be inadvisable, Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802 in June 1941, forbidding discrimination by any defense contractors and establishing the Fair Employment Practices Committee (FEPC) to investigate charges of racial discrimination. The March on Washington was then canceled. Nearly 2 million blacks were employed in defense work by the end of 1944. Order 8802 represented a limited victory, however; the FEPC went out of existence in 1946. 
	What does inadvisable mean? 

What did President Roosevelt do as a result? 

What was the result of the president’s actions?  




Writing Task 1:  Summarize in your own words the section of the article we’ve read and discussed.  Include main ideas and key supporting details that the author relays about the March on Washington and its history.

Day Two
	Text under discussion
	Text-based Questions

	THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
As blacks faced continuing discrimination in the postwar years, the March on Washington group met annually to reiterate blacks’ demands for economic equality. The civil rights movement of the 1960s transformed the political climate, and in 1963, black leaders began to plan a new March on Washington, designed specifically to advocate passage of the Civil Rights Act then stalled in Congress. 


	A second march was planned in 1963. Why was this determined to be a good time for planning?

The goal of this march was to advocate.  What does this word mean? 

What clues tell us the meaning?

What did the people want to advocate for during the second march?



	Chaired again by A. Philip Randolph and organized by his longtime associate, Bayard Rustin, this new March for Jobs and Freedom was expected to attract 100,000 participants. President John F. Kennedy showed as little enthusiasm for the march as had Roosevelt, but this time the black leaders would not be dissuaded. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference put aside their long-standing rivalry, black and white groups across the country were urged to attend, and elaborate arrangements were made to ensure a harmonious event. The growing disillusion among some civil rights workers was reflected in a speech planned by John Lewis of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, but in order to preserve the atmosphere of goodwill, leaders of the march persuaded Lewis to omit his harshest criticisms of the Kennedy administration. 
	The president at the time of this march was John F. Kennedy.  How did he feel about the march?

According to the text what might have been some reasons for his reaction to the planned march?

What are some indications that the people who planned the march thought its success was important?

	The march was an unprecedented success. More than 200,000 black and white Americans shared a joyous day of speeches, songs, and prayers led by a celebrated array of clergymen, civil rights leaders, politicians, and entertainers. The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King’s soaring address climaxed the day; through his eloquence, the phrase “I Have a Dream” became an expression of the highest aspirations of the civil rights movement. 
	The march was an unprecedented success.  Based on the rest of the paragraph, what does unprecedented mean?  

What are some clues in the text that help us know the meaning?

What was the atmosphere of the 1963 march like?  

What was it like to be there?  Use evidence from the passage to support your answer.  



	Like its predecessor, the March on Washington of 1963 was followed by years of disillusion and racial strife. Nevertheless, both marches represented an affirmation of hope, of belief in the democratic process, and of faith in the capacity of blacks and whites to work together for racial equality.
	What were the immediate and long-term impacts of the march?

What does strife mean?  What are some clues in the text that support this meaning?




Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the two marches.  What were the similarities?  What were the differences?
Writing Task 2:  In the history of the US, two marches on Washington were planned by civil rights leaders.   Both US presidents, at the time of the marches, were not in favor of the marches.  Yet, one march went forward while the other was cancelled.  What factors caused the one march to be successful while the other was not?  Use evidence from the reading to support your answer.   

Vocabulary Knowledge Rating Scale

March on Washington
Directions: Working on your own, review the list of words below and rank your knowledge of each word (stage one two, three or four) using the framework. 

Stage 1   I never saw or heard the word before.

Stage 2   I know there is such a word but I don’t know what it means.

Stage 3   I’ve heard it and seen it. I know what it has to do with but I can’t tell you what it  

                means specifically.

Stage 4  I know what it means, I’ll recognize it whenever I see it or hear it, I can use it.
___ rally 

___ discrimination

___ inadvisable

___ reiterate

___ advocate


___ unprecedented



___ strife

March on Washington Main Ideas & Key Details Chart
Day 1
	Main Ideas
	Key Details

	
	


March on Washington Main Ideas & Key Details Chart

Day 2
	Main Ideas
	Key Details
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